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PSALM c. 3, 4. 

Know ye, that the LORD He it GOD, it is He that hath made 
us and not ve ourſelves ; we are his people and the Heep of his 
Pefture. Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, and his courts 

will praiſe : Be thankful unto him and bleſs his name. 


Ir is the indiſpenſable duty of all the nations of the 
earth, to know that the LORD he is God, and to 
offer unto him fincere and devout thankſgiving and 
praiſe. But if there is any nation under heaven, 
which hath more pecyliar and forcible reaſons than 
others, for joining with one heart and voice in offer- 
ing up to him theſe grateful ſacrifices, the United 

States of America are that nation. And although | 
ſome of them have, not many months ago, paid their 
thankful, and publick acknowledgments to the great 
Author of their numerous favours, yet they will not be 
reluctant to comply with the recommendation of out 
chief Magiſtrate, for repeating a ſervice ſo important 
and joyful ; eſpecially conſidering the great additional 
reaſons they have for it, and the affecting and agreea- 
ble idea of uniting with all the States in its devout 


performance, 
AND 


16 


AND among the various paſſages of ſcripture which 
preſented to view, none appeared more ſuitable 
than that which has juſt been read, to excite gnd di- 
rect our fentiments and expreſſions of gratitude and 
praiſe upon this great occaſion. In the beginning of 
this divine ſong, the Pſalmiſt calls upon the inhabi- 
tants of every land. ta celebrate the praiſes of God in 
joyful ſtrains. He then appears to addreſs himſelf 


more immediately to the people of Iſrael, and exhorts . 


them to know that the LORD he is God. That is, .let 
your minds be impreſſed with a lively remembrance, a 
deep conviction, that JEHOVAH, the God of Iſra- 
el, is the only true and living God. And he is our Cre- 


ator, for it is He that hath made us and not we ourſeives. 


He hath not only called us into exiſtence, as individu- 


als, by his providential energy, but by the wonderful 


and gracious operations of his mighty hand, he hath 
made us a nation, and taken us into a near and happy 
relation to himſelf. For we are his people and the ſheep 
of his paſture. Theſe figurative expreſſions allude to 
the conduct of the God of Ifrael, in making that peo- 
ple the obje& of his peculiar care and kindneſs, re- 
deeming them from cruel bondage, leading them into 
the land of promiſe, introducing them into his rich 
and plentiful paſtures of invaluable privileges and en- 


joyments; that is, making ample proviſion for their civ- | 
and religious inſtruction, ſecurity, virtue and happi- 
neſs, For all which they were bound to enter his 


gates with thankſgiving, and his courts with praiſe. 
NOW, 


— wes 


1210 
xow, although the conduct of God towards us as a 
nation has not been marked with wonders and mira- 
cles, as it was towards the people of Iſrael, yet has it 
not been ſuch as to warrant us to adopt, with a good 
degree of propriety, . the language of the Pſalmiſt and 
ſay, © The LORD he is God, tis he who hath made 
us and not ive ou ſelves; we are his people and the 
ſheep of his paſture :” Let 45 therefore © enter his 
gates with thankſgiving, and: his courts with praile. 
. | 


TAKING the text in wi appropri ſenſe, it leads 
us to conſider 


I. THx reaſons and motives we have for offering to 


II. Taz nature and manner of this duty; or in 
what it conſiſts, and how it is to be performed. 


ix the firſt place, we are ſeriouſly to conſider the 
reaſons and motives we have for . 
giving and praiſe, 


rn firſt reaſon is, that he is indeed the only living 
and true God, Know that the LORD he is God. 
And do we not all profeſs to know and believe that 
JEHOVAH the God of Iſrael is the true God; the 
Author of all being and the Diſpenſer of all benefits ? 
| and 
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and that, conſequently, it is our indiſpenſable duty to 
honor him with a tribute of adoration and praiſe? 7 


SECONDLY, As he is the true God, fo he ſtands 
related to us as our moſt wiſe, powerful and benevo- 
lent Creator, For it is He who hath made us and not 
we ourſelves. God is ſaid to create things in ſeveral 
different ſenſes—Fitſt,. when he produces ſomething 
where nothing before exiſted, © Secondly, When by 
his immediate wiſdom: and power he forms or raiſes 
creatures out af pre-exiſtent matter. Thus he formed 
Adam out of the duſt of the earth, and cauſed the 
earth and waters to bring forth thoſe various tribes of 
living creatures which inhabit them. Thirdly, when 
by the operation of the laws and principles of nature, 
he cauſes ſome beings to produce others of the ſame 
conſtitution and likeneſs with themſelves. Thus when 
one generation of plants and animals perithes, . He 
ſends forth his ſpirit” as the Pſalmiſt declares © and 
they are again created, and he renews the face of the 
earth,” In this manner, we, and all other living crea- 


tures are now created. We are as really brought into 
exiſtence by a divine power, as Adam was, though this 


power operates according to the laws, and through the 
medium of natural and ſecondary cauſes If then, our 
being, in connection with the powers of life, action and 
enjoyment which belong to it, together with all the 
means of pleaſure, ſafety and happineſs with which we 


are furniſhed, is a great and fundamental ble ſſing de- 


rived 


of 
rived from God, ſurely we are bound to praiſe him for 
it, and to acknowledge the beſtowment ot it, as an ex- 
preſſion of his infinite power, wiſdom and goodneſs. 


FOURTHLY, God is ſaid to make or create a peo- 
ple, when by the agency and direction of his pro- 
vidence they are formed into a nation, united by the 
bonds of civil ſociety, and placed under the influence 
of civil government In this ſenſe, he is repreſented as 
having made or created the nation of Iſrael —Moſes in 
addrefling himſelf to that people, ſays, © Hath he 
not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee ?” * So the 
prophet Iſaiah ſpeaking to the ſame pebple declares, 
Thus faith the the Lord who created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee O lſrael. + Now, although it be 
true, that the operations of divine providence in form- 
ing the Jewiſh nation, were miraculous, and extraor- 
dinary, and are not ſo · in forming any other nation, yet 

tis equally true that his providence has, in a more or- 

dinary manner, a directing, ſuperintending influence in 

the formation of all other nations. This will be read- 

ily acknowledged by all who belieye the doctrine of a 
general and particular providence; or that God or- 
gers, permits, directs and controuls, the great affairs of 
the world, of nations and ſocieties, and even the con- 
cerns of every individual of mankind. He hath 
formed them with rational and ſocial natures, and in- 
ſpired them with principles and inſtincts which excite 
: B them _ 
+ 1faizh III. 1. 


* Deut. xxx!1. 6. 
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them to ſeek their own ſafety and happineſs ; and 
hence they are drawn by inclination and impelled by 
neceſſity to form themſelves into ſocieties. But theſe 
ſocieties cannot ſubſiſt, and attain the end of their 
formation without civil government, and ſuch laws and 
regulations as are ſuited to promote and ſecure their 
order, ſafety and happineſs. Therefore as the princi- 
ples and circumſtances which diſpoſe and conſtrain a 
people to aſſume a national capacity, and form a civil 
government, originate from God, and operate under 
the ſuperintendency of his Providence, their national 
ſtate and character are the effect of his appointment 
and agency, and he may be ſaid to be their former and 
Creator And if their government and civil inſtitutions 
are wiſe and righteous, and if the officers and magiſ- 
trates who are to adminiſter this goverriment, to form 
and execute its laws and regulations, ate wiſe, juſt and 
faithful in the diſcharge of their -duty, then they are 
dignified and warranted by the ſanction of the divine 
authority and approbation—And hence it is that St, 
Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans aflures us:“ There 
is no · power but of God: the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; and they that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. For ru- 
lers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou not then be afraid of the power? Do that 
which is good and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame : 
For he is a miniſter of God to thee for good; but if 
| thou 


- 


thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not 
the ſword in vain; for he is a miniſter of God, a re- 
venger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil.““ 
Now, although ſeveral difficulties might occur in at- 
tempting a particular explanation of this paſſage, yet 
t evidently teaches us, that however civil government 
and its miniſters may reſult from human wiſdom, ſtu- 
dy and labor, and from the choice and appointment of 
the people, yet they are notwithſtanding the ordinance 
and the miniſters of God. And hence St. Peter exharts 
us * to ſubmit to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake : whether to the King as ſupreme ; or unto gover- 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the pun- 
iſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
do well. The reaſon of all this, is, that every wiſe 
and uſeful ordinance of man is confirmed by the ap- 
probation and authority of God. From the foregoing 
obſervations we ſee the propriety of aſſerting, that a 
people formed into a nation and placed under the in- 
fluence of a wile and righteous government, is made 
or created of God—And if this be true with reſpect to 
well formed and regulated nations in general, tis more 
eſpecially true with regard to our own, For will it not 
de acknowledged that it was the kind and powerful 
hand of divine providence, which led our forefathers 
from their native country, and planted them in theſe 
far diſtant regions, the uncultivated abodes of, ſavage 
beaſts and men? Was it not the ſame providence 
which 


* Rom, XIII. 1, 2, 3, 4. "+ 1 Peter il. 13, 14. 
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| which fo ordered their education and circumſtances as 


to impreſs their hearts with ſuch an ardent and indeli- 
ble love of liberty, as prompted them to ſcek the eſ- 

tabliſhed and unmoleſted enjoyment of it, in a wild in- 
hoſpitable deſert, where they were expoſed to number- 
lels toils and hardſhips, dangers and deaths? And was 
it not the ſame parental favour that enabled them to 
cheriſh and cultivate the principles and bleſſings of civil 
and religious liberty with a wiſe and ſedulous care and 
diligence ; and to form and eſtabliſh ſuch. civil, litera- 
ry and religious inſtitutions and regulations, as had the 
þeſt tendency to defend and ſupport all their facred 

rights and privileges, and tranſmit them inviolable to 


| pobterity ? And when theſe rights and priv ileges were 


threatened and attacked by the policy and power of a 
jealous, a mighty and warlike nation, what but. the 


{pecial protection, agency and aſſiſtance of a gracioas 


and powerful providence, inclined and enabled us to 
oppole and repel theſe attacks with united vigour and 
perſeverance, and conduct us through the toils, dan- 
goers, calamities and diſaſters of a long and grievous 
war to the eſtabliſhed enjoyment of Peace, Independ- 


ance and Liberty? And when that form of federal 


government, which was deviſed. and eſtabliſhed with 
that extreme caution and ſenſe of liberty and inde- 
pendence, which were natural to a people under the 
circumſtances which then obtained, was found intirely 
inadequate and inſufficient to anſwer the ends of its in- 
ſtit ution. what but the powerſul and gracious influence 


of 


(Cy 


of divine providence led us to form, to adopt and ef- 


tabliſh another Conſtitution with ſuch a remarkable 
degree of unanimity, harmony and order 1 What 
though numbers were diſſatisfied with it, yet the 
voice of the people in its favor was, in the opinion of 
able judges, much more general and uniyerſal than 
could have been expected. And its adoption and eſ- 
tabliſhment with ſuch extraordinary peace and har- 
mony, are events which fill the pati ots and politicians 
not only of America, but of Europe, with aſtoniſhment ! 
And muſt not all wiſe and impartial judges admit that 
the nature, the organization and the execution of our 
conſtitution have been ſuch, and the beneficial influences 
and effects of it have been ſo numerous and various, 
as to prove its wiſdom, liberality and excellency to be 
equal, if not ſuperior to any other in the whole world ? 
Allow that it has defects (though I know not what they 
are) yet is there, can there be any human inſtitution 
that is free from them ? And if this were aboliſhed, 
would there be any rational proſpect of a better? Eſ- 
pecially amidſt the jarring principles, intereſts and paſ- 
ſions of the preſent day. And if thoſe who have been 
choſen and appointed to adminiſter the Government 
of theſe States in its various departments, have, in any 
inſtance, erred in opinion, judgment or practice,, where 
js the man or the number of men who will venture to 
aſſure us, or undertake to convince us that they could 
haye done better? that they could have produced and 

ſecured 


— 


( 14 ) 
ſecured to our American nation a greater degree of 
peace, ſafety, wealth, honor and happineſs ? If our fed- 
eral legiſlators and magiſtrates have ſometimes differed 
in ſentiment, yet does not fact and experience prove | 
that the meaſures of the majority have been in a great 


degree wiſe and falutary ? And let candour and chari- 


ty put the moſt favourable conſtructions which reaſon 
will permit, on the opinions and conduct of thoſe in 
oppoſite ſentiments Now from the preceeding train 
of obſervations, are we not warranted to appropriate 
the words of our text, and ſay, The Lord he is God, 


It is he that hath made us and not we ourſelves—Our 


Nation was formed by his ſpecial providence—Our 
Government is his ordinance ; the officers of it are his 
miniſters for good, and that for all this we have the 
higheſt reaſon gratefully to adore and praiſe his * 


And may we not proceed a ſtep farther and ſay, We 
are his people and the ſheep of his paſture ? For if his 
granting us ſuch an extenſive enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty, affording us the facred treaſure of his 
word, the truths, promiſes, ordinances and bleſſings of 
his goſpel ; of his granting us the means of civil, mo- 
ral and religious inſtruction and improvement, in ſuch 
a conſtant and liberal abundance, as puts us under the 
beſt advantage for ſecuring our temporal and eternal 
bappineſs ; if all this brings God near to us, in ſuch 
manner as to form that relation which denominates us 
the people of God; then certainly we are fo far his 

people. 


„ 


people. And if to increaſe and eſtabliſh this re lation 
tis neceſſary that we acknowledge him to be the only 
true God, and our God, and the divinity, excellency 
and importance of the doctrines, ordinances and bleſ- 
ſings of his religion, and attend upon and improve 
them with ſeriouſneſs, conſtancy and ſincerity, then ſo 
far as we do all this, we are his people. And if great 
numbers have been dedicated to God by baptiſm, if a 
large portion of the Nation have devoted themſelves 
to him by covenant tranſactions and ſpecial ordinances, 
and if a goodly number of them have done this with 
unfeigned piety and ſincerity, will not all this go ſtill 
farther towards conſtituting us the people of God; and 
laying us under a double obligation of renderirg to 
him a grateful tribute of obedience and praiſc ? 


max we not add, that we are moreover the ſheep 
of his paſture ? He has acted towards us the part of a 
wiſe, powerful and compaſſionate Shepherd, in watch- 
ing over us, deſending us, and making proviſion for our 
natural, civil, moral and religious ſubſiſtence and hap- 
pineſs. For in the firſt place, he has defended, and 
ſtill continues to defend us, in a happy meaſure from 
the inſidious policy and hoſtile intentions of our ene- 
mies. He hath, as our illuſtrious Preſident pertinently 
obſerves in his Proclamation, *© granted us an exemp- 
tion from foreign war, and an increaſing proſpect - of 
the continuance of that exemption.” And this ex- 


emption is the more worthy of grateful acknowledg- 
ments, 
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ments, Becauſe, by our alliance with one of the belli 
gerent nations, and by the de ptedations committed on 
our trade, and the hoſtile appearances preſented to us 
by another, we were forcibly excited to war; moreo- 
ver by gratitude, and by a friendly regard to the cauſe 
of the one nation, and by a reſentment againſt the 
other, irritated by the miſguided zeal, or the miſtaken 
policy of mien among ourſelves, we were ſtrongly ſolici- 
ted to arms. But is it not clearly evident by the courſe 
and iſſue of events, and by the favourable proſpects 
we are encouraged to entertain of the compenſation of 
our loſſes and tlie redreſs of our wrongs, that the coun- 
ſels and. meafures of the friends of peace wero the moſt 
wile and ſalutary? And have we not great reaſon to 
acknowledge with gratitude the inffuence of that graci- 
ous providence, which led to ſuch counſels and mea- 
ſures, and has ſo far crowned them with ſucceſs? We 
muſt certainly acknowledge the magnitude of this fa- 
Your, if 'we duly conſider the horrors of wat, and the 
bleſſings of peace. That the ſword of war is a dreadful 


| calamity we may learn from the late diſtreſs, diſorder 
and miſery which it has lately ſpread through France; 


and the ſhare which ſurrounding nations have ſuffered 
in the ſame calamities. Alas poor Poland, what bo- 
ſom does not bleed at thy melancholy fate! O inex- 
orable War ! what deſtruction of property, what de- 


vaſtation of cities, what flaughter of caillions, what ra- 


pine and carnage, what groans and tears of anguiſh and ' 
diſtreſs, have marked thy ſanguinary courſe ! _ And 
whole 


1 
"whoſe: heart does not recoil at the idea of realizing 
theſe tragical ſcenes on the plans, in the fields, tons 
and villages of America? Fields, towns and villages, 
which ſeem rather deftined to be the abodes of induſ- 
try and plenty, tegularity and peace, Who can con- 
template the ſpectacle of towns and villages in flames, 
of fathers and children, keibands and brothers we'ter- 
ing in blood; of the ſighs and groans of parents, the 
tears and lamentations of widows and orphans, without 
the deepeſt emotions of anguiſh and grief? And who 
ehen does not fervently deptecate the hortors of war; 
and adore the God of peace for granting us an exemp- 
tion from them, and continuing to us the ineſtimable 
bleffings of tranquility and ſafety ? Beſides what an 0- 
verwhelming load of deep: died wickedneſs and guilt 
muſt bang upon the ſoul of that nation, of thoſe indi- 
viduals of it, who plunge it into war without the clear- 
eſt juſtice, the moſt preſſing necefſity * Who is to un- 
-Fwer at the tribunal of heaven for all the blood and 
carnage, the miſery and diſtreſs which mark its courſe ? 
Not only the firſt aggteffon, but thoſe alſo who at- 
tempt to repel thefe aggteſſors by the ſword, before 
all pacific meaſures of accommodation are found inef- 
ſectual, and juſtice and neceflity warrant a reſort to 
arms. Happy then for our nation that it is not in- 
volved in the guilt of blood—And happy for us too, 
That a ſeaſonable controut has been giveti to a ſpirit 
of diſorder, in the arb of the late infurrec- 
| C di 05,00 ſe 07 
TI See the Prefident's Froelamation. 
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tion.” If the daring proſecutors of that inſurrection 
had prevailed; if the ſame ſpirit of ſedition and re- 
bellion had ſpread through all the ſtates, a civil war, 
the moſt dreadful of all wars, muſt have been the con- 
tequence. Farewell then to our happy conſtitution, 
to our wiſe and liberal government, to all its ſalutary 
laws and regulations, and to all the order and fafety, 
peace and proſperity, glory and happineſs we have en · 
joyed under it. They muſt all have ſunk, perhaps 
irrecoverably funk, in the wide and waſteful gulf of 


anarchy and confuſion, ruin and wretchedneſs. But 


thanks be to God, that under the influence and di- 
rection of his gracious providence, the wiſe and ſpirit- 
ed exertions of the fathers and friends of our country 
have been effectual to ſuppreſs the inſurrection, and 
more fully to confirm our precious tranquility. And 
among the various circumſtances which attend this in- 
tereſting event, the readineſs with which our fellow- 
citizens preſented themſelves to reduce theirdeludedbre- 


thren to order and ſubordination, the ſpirit of ſteadineſs, 


harmony and benevolence with which they proceeded, 
and the accompliſhment of this purpoſe with ſo little 
effuſion of human blood, are ſuch as ought to be re- 
garded with the warmeſt gratitude and fatisfaction. 


E may here alſo tecollect the bappy ſucceſs of our 
arms againſt our ſayage neighbours, who had fo long, 
and fo frequently harraſſed our frontiers, and commit - 


ted cruel” ik upon the lives and properties of our 
— 75 brethren; 


- 


( 19 ) 


brethren ; and the favourable proſpect of a juſt and 
honorable peace with thoſe hoſtile invaders. In all 
theſe gracious diſpenſations, God hath treated us as 
the ſheep of his paſture, and like a kind, powerful and 
faithful Shepherd, has defended his American flock a- 
gainſt the artful and the violent deſigns of its enemies. 
What though he permitted them for a ſeaſon, to 
threaten and diſturb our peace and proſperity in ſuch a 
degree as to create us much anxiety and trouble, and 
to darken our animating proſpects with a gloomy cloud 
of threatening evils, yet as he has reſtrained and averted 
theſe evils, diſpelled the cloud which hung over us, 
and reſtored in a great degree our light and tranquility, 
this,inſtead of being a reaſon for depreciating his favours, 


is an argument for more fervent and joyful thankfulneſs 


ardpraiſe—And can any one be under ſo ſtrong an influ- 
ence either of prejudice, ignorance or ingratitude, as to 
lay his hand on his heart and ſolemnly deny © The hap- 
py courſe of our public affairs in general—the unex- 
ainpled proſperity of all claſſes of our citizens; and 
that theſe are circumſtances which peculiarly mark 
pur ſituation with indications of the divine beneficence 
towards us“ ?* Do not our Conſtitutions of State and 
federal Government unite, and by their union, eſtab- 
liſh Liberty with order? Can a more happy union 
and Combination of Governments be deviſed by the 
wiſdom of man? And if they can, where is the inſtance 
of it? And who are, or will undertake to be, the Au- 
thors 


— 


—_ 


» See the Proclamation, 
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thors of ſuch a device? No human inſtitutions, we 
acknowledge are, or can be perſact, either i in their form · 
ation or execution. But tis far eaſier to cen 
lure and complain, than to amend and i improve, And 
if any are diſpoſed to cenſure and. complain, muſt ; not 
facts, muſt not experience ſilence and confute them 
For do not fact and experience unitedly manifeſt, that 
in theſe United States, juſtice i is adminiſtered, order 
preſerved, peace and lafety ſecured, arts, manufactures, 
agriculture and commerce encouraged and protected. 
as fully as in any State, Kingdom or Community i in the 
whole world ? Or if all has not been done in theſe ref 
pets which was neceſlary to fatisfy our warmeſt wiſh- 
es, yet mult not the deficiency be imputed either ta 
the youthly] ſtate of our nation, or to want of power, 
or, in ſome inſtances, to. want of experience, in oth- 
ers to unforeſeen and unavoidable occurrences, and to 
that i iney itable imperſection which muſt attend all bu- 
man plans, expedients and operations ? ? And what if 
it boyld be found that thoſe who are moſt dillatisfied, 
hare been themſelves the inſtruments of preventing, in 
ſome inſtances, that more perfect ſucceſs and proſper- 
ity in public affairs, the want of which they ſo loud- 
ly complained of ? Now then ; from the view 
which we have taken of the peace, the proſperity, the 
ſafety, honor and happ ineſs realized i in our Nation, muſt 
we not feel oui ſelves under the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
acknowledge with fervent gratitude, the infinite kind- 
nels and beneficence of the great and merciful Shepherd 
— — "0 


(an 
of his American flock, in defending, guiding and che- 
riſhing them with ſuch a-doriftsht cars, tongerfe(s and 
diligence, and comforting then with numberleſs bleif- 


ings of his grace and bowntied of his providerice ? Ha- 
ving conſidered the reaſons we have for . 


IId. Place, to conſider the nature and manner of this 
duty ; z or in what it conſiſts, and how it opght to be 
performed, 


Ap in the firſt place, let it be obſerved that thank- 
fulneſß is a grateful homage of the heart ; it conſiſts 
primarily in the internal ſentiments: and affections of 
the ſoul; inthe heart being deeply impreſſed with a 
ſenſe of the infinite kindneſs and merey of God, and 
diſpoſed to acknowledge them with ſentiments of glad- 
neſs, humility, reverence- and love—And this implies 
an affecting conſciouſnoſs of our exceeding ſinfulneis and 
ill deſert, and the conſequent freedom, riches and glory 
of the divine goodneſs and grace—And the flame of 
rhankfulneſs and praiſe which is eakindled i in the heart, 
thould i in the 


SECOND place, aſcend up to God in of- 
ferings and aſcriptions of ſocial adoration, in ſongs of 
humble gratitude and joy. Every perſon, every ſociety 
thould engage in theſe devout and thankful acknow- 
jedgiments, ſo that the whole people i in their national 
and collectiye character and capacity, may offer up 
pmiſe and thankſgivi ing to God. bis it be a ſufficient 

reaſon 
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reaſon for an ;ndividual to worſhip and praiſe God, be- 
cauſe he made and preſcryes him, tis equally a reaſon 


for a Nation to perform the ſame duty, for He alſo, as 


we have. ſhewn, is the maker and preſerver of Nations, 


.—A Nation is conſidered as a moral and political per- 


ſon ; its rulers, therefore, who exercile its underſtand- 
ing and will,ſhould obſerve and acknowledge the good- 
neſs of the God of Nations, recommend the fame 
conduct, and ſtudy to diffuſe the ſame ſpirit through 
all the members ot the great political body: So that 
all the conſtituent parts of it, and coniequently the 
whole, may adore the majeſty and mercy of God ; 
may. enter his gates with thankſgiving, and his courts 
with praiſe. And Third”, True thankfulneſs to God 
conſiſts in paying a proper reſpect to his Inſtitutions, 
and putting a ſuitable eſtimation upon his benefits. 
We ſhould therefore highly value and refpect the Or- 
dinances of his Goſpel, and the doctrines, precepts and 
bleſſings of his holy religion. Unleſs we exerciſe this 
love and reverence for them, and manifeſt theſe affec- 
tions by a ſincere faith, repentance and obedience, we 
neither poſſeſs nor diſcover a cordial thankfulneſs for 
them, The religion of the Goſpel 1s the moſt excel- 
lent and comprehenſive bleſſing which a nation can 
enjoy. It not only teaches us the way to pardon, holi- 
neſs and eternal happineſs ; but alſo gives us excellent 
mſtruftions upon the nature, the dignity and uſefulneſs 
of civil Goyernment and its Miniſters ; commanding 


. -- 


us to honor and reſpect them as the ordinance and 


miniſters 
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miniſters of God. But is it not a melancholy truth, 
that in theſe days of boaſted light and liberty, people 
ſeem io have too much forgotten that government has 
any connection with religion, or any dependance on 
the appointment or authority of God? They pride 
themſelves in the idea that the people are the founda- 
tion of power, that the ſovereignty reſides in them, 
and is by them delegated to; certain repreſentatives, 
whom they call the ſervants of the people, but do not 
conſider that they are at the ſame rime ſervants of God. 
And hence they are too often guilty of the folly and 
arrogance of truſting them not merely as ſervants but 
as ſlaves. For who does not obſerve that the:miniſters 
of Government are treated by ſome, at this day, with 


would hardly uſe towards a ſervant in his family? 


And does not this ariſe, in part, from ignorance 


and inattention to the ſacred nature of civil Goy- 
ernment, and the ſacred character of its miniſters, 
'Tis readily acknowledged that the right of forming civ- 
il inſtitutions and appointing civil officers is veſted 
primarily in the people by their Supreme Governor ; 
but when theſe are formed, and appointed, if they poſ- 
ſeſs the character and qualities, which are eſſential to 
their nature and deſign, they are ratified by the ſanction 
of divine authority and approbation : and therefore 
ought to be viewed and treated with honor and reſ- 
pect. To treat them in this manner, is an injunction 
of religion, a dictate of. reaſon, a conduct neceflary 
to our own intereſt and happineſs, and a conduct with- 
out 


a boldneſs, indecency and indignity, which a man 
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out which we ſhall never: be ſuitably thankfet to God 
for m * WE pong liberal * 


118 ee the doiy ieee; ofthe peo- 


ple to watch over the conduct of their rulers, but not 
with acaptious jealouſy, or anextreme and rigid exactneſt. 
Candour and reaſon require: that thoſe errotz, in the 
judgment or conduct of rulers which are not eſſential, 


and do not appear to riſe from principles and inſtitu- 


tions evidently evil;-ſhould not be made ſubjects of ſe- 


vere and indecent tenſures and reflections. And when 
miniſters of Government forfeit the - confidence of the 
people; and the dignity of their ſtations; they are to be 
depoſed, or: ſet afide, by the community according 
to the rules of the Conſtitution, gad not by individuals 
or {mall combinations of the people And this depoſi- 


tion or rejection ought to be managed with eaution, 
candout and an honeſt regard to the public good, and 


not with rathneſs and paſſion, or at the inſtance of am- 


bitious men, who only with for the places and emolu- 


ments of thoſe whom they are zealous to depoſe. 


THE Ppreceeding obſervations have been made with 
deſign to ſhew the neceſſity of reſpecting and honoring 


government and rulers, in order to our being thank- 
ful to God for them, and making a wiſe and grateful 
improvement of the advantages they afford us. For 


who will be thanktul for that which he cenſures, re- 


proaches and contemns? If then we would be thank- 


fat : 


( 25 ) 
Ful for the bleſſings of civil ſociety and government, 
and tor all the advantages we derive trom the ad min- 
iſtration of political miniſters and magiſtrates, let us 
view them as highly Important, treat them with def- 
ference and reſpect, and rejoice in them as great and 
valuable enjoyments. 

AND we ought to put a proper eſtimation upon the 
peace, pro per ty, and numerous priv leges and ad- 
vantages with which our nat ion is diſtinguiſhed We 
have ſeen that they are great and nuinerous, ſuperior, 
perhaps, to thoſe of any other nation under heaven. 
And if we do not eſtimate them accordingly, whit 
reaſon ſhall we ſee for ardent gratitude ? Shall we be 
grateful for enjoyments which we are diſpoſed to de- 
preciate and deſpiſe? And yet is there n6t a perverſe 
and ungrateful ſpirit in man, which leads him to un- 
dervalue his enjoyments, becauſe they are not equal to 
his expectations? And are hot we in danger of in- 
dulging this criminal, ungrateful ſpirit ? Perhaps we 
have flattered outſelves that our government, our ru- 
lers, our laws and regulations, and the benefits we 
ſhould derive from them, would riſe almoſt to the 
ſummit of perſection. Our expectations have not 
perhaps been compleatly anſwered: And hence ſome are 
too ready to cavil and complain. And inſtead of con- 
demning themſelves for their extravagant e&pectations, 
they condemn men and meaſures for not being as per- 
fect as they have vainly expected and they will not 

D thankfully 
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thankfully receive and enjoy the benefits they have, 


becauſe they have not all they deſire— They will not 
acknowledge that degree of national ſafety, peace and 
happineſs which obtains, becauſe 'tis not, in their 
view, as perfect as it might be. But let us be ſenſi- 
ble that tis the folly, the ſin, the deſtruction of na- 
tions and individuals, to deſpiſe, to loſe what they do 
or might enjoy, by aiming at a perfection which is be- 
yond their reach Let us then avoid © hazarding the 


advantages we enjoy by deluſive purſuits,” Let us 


conſider how preferable our ſituation ĩs to that of other 
nations, and how infinitely ſupeti our enjoyments are 
in number and magnitude, to what we deſerve; ac- 
knowledge them as the unmerited gifts of God; and 
feel our unbounded obligations to him for making EY 
his people, and the ſheep of his paſture. 


FOURTHLY, ThankfulngL conſiſt in a_ wiſe, 
virtuous and pious . improvement of the. fayours of 
heaven. The virtue, the bomage, the gratitude « ex- 
pected from us by their gracious author, conſiſt emi- 
nently in a prudent, joy ful and pious uſe and enjoyment 
of them. Virtue and reaſon are eaſily ſatished ; but 
imagination, vanity and luſt are inſatiable ; they devour 


rather than enjoy their objects, and are ſtill mad for 


more. And perbaps one reaſon why, we, in this coun- 
try, are no more perfectly contented, is, that we are in 
purſuit of ſuch boundleſs liberty, proſperity and plenty, | 
as will gratify all our n deſires, and make us 4 
heaven 
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heayen upon earth. But if we indulge theſe extrava- 
gant paſſions and purſuits, we ſhall never be ſatisfied, 
we ſhall be always diſappointed. And perbaps 'tis in 
mercy that God hath cyt ſhort our ſucceſs and plenty, 
both by ſea and Jand, Let us then learn the true na- 
ture, uſe and value of our numerous enjoyments ; and 
that to improve them with piety, gratitude and tem- 
perance, is the only way to contentment and happinels, 
For in this way we may add the joys of an approving 
conſcience, the happineſs of divine approbation, and 
the bleſſed hope of eternal life andeglory to all our oth- 
er enjoyments ; which will give them a ſweetneſs and 
folidity which nothing elſe can communicate. Duty 
and intereſt, as therefore unitedly urge us to a proper 
eſtimation, and chriſtian improyement of all the bene- 
fits of ſociety, the bounties of providence and the bleſ- 
ſings of religion, 


LASTLY, We ſhould manifeſt our eſteem of divine 
favours, and our gratitude to the great Author of them, 
by ſincere and earneſt ſupplications to him for their 
continuance. Such ſupplications not only diſcover a 
proper ſenſe of the greatneſs of our enjoyments, and the 
infinite goodneſs of their Author ; but are the beſt 
means to retain them, and to procure the beſtowment 
of others. If we eſteem the continuance and increaſe 
of our bleſſings and enjoyments, as objects not wor- 
thy of our prayers, we greatly and criminally depreciate 
and deſpiſe them. And can we expect that God will 
continue 


( 28) 
continue to beſtow what we thus treat with neglect 
and indifference ? Prayer is not only an appointed 
mean to procure the beſtowment and continuance of 
favours, but it has a happy influence to prepare our 
minds for a thankful reception and virtuous improve- 
ment of them. O then let us all, under a grateſul 
and admiring apprehenſion of the diſtinguiſhing mercy 
of God, adore his perſections, believe his truths, obey 


his precepts, attend his ordinances, implore, receive 


and improve his benefits, ſocial, civil and religious, 
with ſuch humility, piety and diligence as may effec- 

tually promote our virtue and happineſs as individuals, 
our peace, honor and proſperity as a nation, and our 
everlaſting joy and bleſſedneſs as children of God 
in the Kingdom of his Glory, AMEN. 
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